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CPSC's Mission 

To protect  the public against unreasonable risks of 
injuries and deaths associated w i th  consumer  products  

Develop safety standards - mandatory and voluntary 

- Minimize conf l ic t ing state and local  regulat ions 

Provide comparat ive safety in format ion 

Promote research and investigation into the causes and 
prevention of injuries 

Product Jurisdiction 

15,000 types of products - found in the home, 
schools, public places. 

Some product types we do 

* Tobacco products 
Medical devices 
Food and drugs 

* Motor vehicles 
Boats 

Annual Impact of Consumer Products 

A 22,000 

29,000,000 
INJURIES 

$500 BILLION 

CPSC History 

Established - 1973 under the Consumer Product 
Safety Act 

Independent Federal regulatory agency 

3 Commissioners 

Jurisdictional Authority in 5 Acts 
Consumer Product Safety Act (CPSA) 

Flammable Fabrics Act (FFA) 

Refrigerator Safety Act (RSA) 

* Federal Hazardous Substances Act (FHSA) 

* Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 1970 (PPPA) 

* FY 2001 budget of $52.5 million - 480staff 
- Headquarters 290 (Bethesda, MD) 
- Field 150 
- Laboratory 40 (Gaithersburg, MD) 
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CPSC Fire Test Standards Summary 

CPSC Fire Test Standards in the CPSA, FHSA, or FFA. 

Generally CPSC Fire Test Standards based on 

real life hazard 
documented risk reduction potential 
economic considerations 
ease of conductlrepeatability 

Typically require record keeping andlor certification 
documentation be available or submitted. 

Current Major CPSC Product Fire Test 
Standard Development Efforts 

Regulatory Activities 
Upholstered Furniture - Petition, Draft Standard Presented for Small 
Open Flame Test 
Polyurethane Foam in Furniture -Petition Under Evaluation 
General Wearing Apparel - Considering Updating Requirements (e.g., 
Detergent, Cleaning Method Changes) 

NET 
* Mattresses - Petition Under Evaluation, Industry Sponsored Work at 

Voluntary Standards Activities 

* Clothes Dryer Fires - CPSC and Industry Efforts Underway - Fire Sprinklen -Industry Study Underway 

Range Fires - Requests Made to UL and ANSI 

I I I CPSC Fire Test Stds Observations, Cont’d. 

I Develop full understanding of requirements 

Develop proficiency in testing samples - ASTM training (Clothing and Sleepwear) - Other accreditation programs (NIST, AATCC) 

Plan testing with clients 
9 Do the right one (clothing vs. sleepwear) - Submit adequate specimens so tests complete - Know what the test represents (lot, shipment, etc.) 

* Provide clear linklconnection between test and production 
Have and keep meaningful records (consistent descriptions) 

Call CPSC, Office of Compliance if questions - Products always changinglbeing invented and may not have 
been envisioned when regulation issued 

Specific Products Addressed In Existing CPSC 
Regulations 

Clothing Textiles 
Children’s Sleepwear 
Carpets and Rugs 
Mattresses and Mattress Pads 
Vinyl Plastic Films 
Cellulose Insulation 
Matchbooks 
Cigarette Lighters 
Multi-purpose Lighters 
Flammable Contact Adhesives 
Coal and Wood Burning Appliances 
Fire Extinguishers 
Volatile Flammable Materials - Flashpoint 
Extremely Flammable and Flammable Solids 
Self-Pressurized Containers - Flammability and Flashpoint 

CPSC Fire Test Standards Observations 

Many firms and testing laboratories often do 
not understand requirements in standards. 

Testing, certification, and recordkeeping 
requirements often complicated. 

Feedback and communication help when 
questions or problems arise with test method. 

Handouts 

Overview Of Select CPSC Fire Test Standards 

Regulatory Summaries - Requirements for Cigarette Lighters, 16 C.F.R. Part 1210 
- Requirements for Multi-Purpose Lighters, 16 C.F.R. Part 1212 - Requirements for Clothing Textiles, 16 C.F.R. Part 1610 - Children’s Sleepwear Regulations, 16 C.F.R. Part 1615 8 1616 
Published by CPSC, Office of Compliance, January 2001 
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