


NOTE 2: Other Federal agencies including the
General Services Administration and the
Department of Veterans' Affairs are involved in
the deployment of new technology in construc-
tion but do not budget funds for construction

research and development.

Closing:

Of course an important question is: what
is the transition between a Presidential
priority, a Presidential request, and actu-
ally having the funding here on October
1,1995. I think the answer is that we can
expect this Congress to be skeptical of all
the President's requests. I think whether
this succeeds or fails it depends entirely
on whether our mission is being pursued
effectively. We must provoke economic
growth by working with industry to
develop and apply new technology, mea-
surements and standards. If the industry
that we are serving -- the industry that
we are working with -- feels this is
important and chooses to let Congress
know that, we have a good chance of get-
ting the resources. I think our purpose
with you over these two days is to be
sure that the technical content of the pro-
gram is one that merits support by indus-
try and merits support by the federal
government. Then we will have to look
at the people whose concern is for tech-
nology policy to determine indeed
whether Congress comes through with
the funds this year.

I was asked earlier this morning for some
information regarding MEP. The
Manufacturing Extension Partnership is a
nationwide network of technology trans-
fer centers. These are not federal centers.
These are organized by universities and
industry associations, and they receive
initially 50% of their funding from states
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or the private sector and the remaining
50% of their funding through NIST.
There are constant negotiations with
Congress on how long the government
share of the funding will endure. There
are regular reviews of the program. But
the thought -- and the President’s objec-
tive --is to have 100 technology transfer
centers nationwide so that every busi-
nessman is within an easy drive of the
center. They were originally set up for
the scenario where a small machine shop
wants to purchase the automation equip-
ment that will let it compete in its market
but doesn’t have all the knowledge need-
ed to make this transition. The purpose
of the MEP center is so that the owner
can drive there, touch, feel, taste and pick
up the portfolio of software and hard-
ware that should be incorporated in his
business and get assistance and training
in learning how to use it. A real example
of small to medium sized industry that
makes things is the construction industry.
We are working with the National
Association of Home Builders and the
Association of General Contractors in
order to include construction elements in
the MEP technology transfer centers.



